September 11, 2002

Hon. Susan Greenberg, Commissioner

400 County Center

Redwood City, CA 94063

Re: Small Claims Cases #SCS111805 & SCS11806

Your Honor,


I am writing to ask the court’s permission to record the Hearing set for September 18, 2002. The court clerk has told me that normally no public recordings or transcripts are made of proceedings but that I could write to ask for permission to make one.  There has only been one prior UCE/spam case filing in California’s small claim courts since the enactment of California’s 1999 anti-spam laws.  I believe that there are a couple of reasons for this.  A large one is a fear of the very real (and often explicit, as is the case with Hypertouch from DEX) threat of dire legal retaliation by spammers, who often have large financial resources, in-house attorneys, and prior experience with the courts.


A second, and perhaps larger, reason is fear of the unknown process of court.  I wish to make a recording of the proceedings to place online to join as part of the collective resources available to aid small ISPs, companies and individuals who are working to help stem the tide of spam. Though the process is documented, and books such as those from Nolo Press are available, no actual example available to the public exists. My understanding is that small claims proceedings are open to the public. I would like to make a record of that public proceeding.


The recording should be unobtrusive.  I own a small audio tape recorder I could bring in.  I also have a friend who is willing to bring in his video camcorder.  

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter.
Sincerely yours,

James Joseph Wagner

President, Hypertouch Inc.

235 Belmont Ave

Redwood City, CA 94061

Voice/fax: 650-367-6664

Email: joew@hypertouch.com

Web: http://www.hypertouch.com
